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THE KIDS’ READING ROOM

How to reach us
Kids, to take part in a feature on these pages, write to
Kids’ Reading Room, Los Angeles Times, 202 W. 1st St.,
Los Angeles, CA 90012; or fax to (213) 237-5946; or e-mail
kidsreadingroom@latimes.com. Include your first and
last name, age, school and the city in which your school is
located.
Get published
The Kids’ Reading Room 
encourages submissions for the 
following features: Book Reviews 
by Kids, Jokes & Riddles and 
Creativity Corner.

Submission guidelines
Submissions should be brief and
are subject to editing. Drawings
should be square or vertical in
shape, in color and on unlined
paper. Make sure you do all the
work yourself.

Where I
Come From
Magaly, 6th grade
De Anza Elementary
Baldwin Park

I come from a street that is named
after a fairy tale character and a house
as big and bright as the sun. I come
from seeing plants that outshine the
sun with their bright colors. Smelling
freshly made food and the scent of a
green lawn being mowed. I come from
Victor and Mercedes — parents who
want their kids to do well and go to col-
lege. I come from playing in the park
and playing cards with my sister until
the sun sets on us. I come from eating
pozole, pan dulce, hot chocolate and
much more. I come from being called
“There goes teacher’s pet”; “Look at
Miss Academic.” Always do your best,
don’t give up. I come from believing ev-
eryone can do their best.

My Day at
the Library
of Congress
Vinod, 8
Stone Ranch Elementary School
San Diego

I was filled with excitement. My dad
was taking me to D.C. I was competing
in a chess tournament in D.C. I had
won some matches against my school
friends, but those were easy, friendly
games. This was serious. And I was
nervous.

We arrived a day early in Washing-
ton so that we could explore our coun-
try’s capital. My dad said, “A day of
sightseeing will relax you and you will
be at your best tomorrow.” I was sure I
would still be nervous. The first build-
ing we saw was the Library of Con-
gress. “Do you know?” my dad whis-
pered, since we had to be very quiet,
“that practically every book in the
world can be found here? Maybe we
can even find my grandfather’s book.”
Dad ran over to the librarian to ask. My
great grandfather died many years be-
fore I was born and I didn’t even know
he wrote a book. He wanted so much to
come here and study in an American
University. But he came from a poor
family. He was past sixty when he
wrote this book. In twenty minutes, two
thick volumes were brought to us —
parts one and two of “Aryatarangini.” I
was thrilled. I will never forget the Li-
brary of Congress. It was there that I
learned it is never too late to succeed.
My great grandfather never achieved
his dream of coming to America, but
his book made it here. Suddenly, I
wasn’t worried about my chess tourna-
ment. 

There is more than one way to be a
winner.

CREATIVITY
CORNER

‘FIFI AND CHESTER’: Drawn by
Rebecca, 11, of Incarnation Parrish
School in Glendale.

“I remember reading in my
youth a small book — ‘The Life of
Washington’ — and of all his
struggles none fixed itself on my
mind so indelibly as the crossing
of the Delaware preceding the
Battle of Trenton…” —Abraham
Lincoln, Feb. 21, 1861

G
eorge Washington
is the Father of Our
Country and our
first president. Be-
fore he was presi-

dent, he was General George
Washington, the commander in
chief of the Continental Army
and a wealthy landowner. He led
America to a military victory over
Great Britain — at the time, the
most powerful country on Earth.
One of the most important bat-
tles of the war — the Battle of
Trenton — was fought in the win-
ter of 1776. It was a bitterly cold
winter and Washington’s soldiers
were a ragtag lot. There was little
food for the men or warm clothes.
Many had no shoes. Their feet
were bleeding and they were los-
ing every battle. They were fight-
ing against a well-equipped, pro-
fessional army. But Washington
had guts and stamina and he

full of large blocks of ice. Boat af-
ter boat crossed and re-crossed
the treacherous waters, until they
reached the other side of the
river. Washington and his army
attacked. The Hessians were
shocked and caught completely
by surprise. They fled. Many were
captured. The Americans won
the day. Why were the Americans
willing to fight so hard with so lit-
tle? The Americans fought be-
cause they believed in freedom.
The Hessians fought because
they were paid.

There were to be many more
battles, but this battle was a turn-
ing point in the American Revolu-
tion.

“…we here highly resolve that
these dead shall not have died in
vain – that this nation, under
God, shall have a new birth of
freedom -- and that government
of the people, by the people, for
the people, shall not perish from
the earth.” — Abraham Lincoln,
Nov. 19, 1863.

Check out Short Stories in
Activity Center on
latimes.com/kids for more stories
about George Washington and
Abraham Lincoln.
Presidents’ Day, Monday, Feb. 21,
honors them.

proved his brain power at the
Battle of Trenton.

Trenton was a small town in
New Jersey guarded by Hessian
soldiers. The Hessians were pro-
fessional German soldiers hired
by the British. They thought the
American soldiers were a joke.
But Washington had a daring
plan. He decided to attack the
Hessians on Christmas night at
Trenton. Christmas Day, 1776, the
Hessians were celebrating the
holiday and their guard was
down. Washington knew this. He
said to his troops, “Let us … show
the whole world, that a Freeman
contending for liberty on his own
ground is superior to any slavish
mercenary on Earth…” The
American soldiers respected
those words. After all, Washing-
ton was risking both his life and
his wealth for liberty. How could
they do less?

The Americans had to trans-
port men and artillery across the
Delaware River by boats in the
dead of night. (A cannon could
weigh 2,000 pounds.) Washington
marched his men miles and miles
through a driving snowstorm on
that cold winter night until they
reached a crossing on the river.
The currents were strong, the
snow was blinding. The river was

‘Washington’
The Bettmann Archive

Jennifer James

Where do cars get the most flat tires?
At a fork in the road.

Chris, 8
Hope View Elementary

Huntington Beach

Why did the spider have a computer?
So he could search the web.

Dana, 8
Elise L. Wolff Elementary

Henderson, Nev.

Kids, send us your funny jokes and
puzzling riddles.

JOKES & RIDDLES 
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